
Saint-Michel,	Église	abbatiale	Saint-Michel
Place	de	l'Église,	02830	Saint-Michel,	France

Builder J.	Boizard

Year ca.	1714

Period/Style Baroque

Stops 31

Keyboards 4+P

Keyaction tracker/mechanical

Tuning 1/4	Comma	Meantone	at	392	Hz

Sampleset Sonus	Paradisi

Description
The	former	Benedictine	monastery	of	St.	Michel	en	Thierache	is	one	of	the	mediaeval	gems	of
Northern	France.	Founded	in	7th	century,	it	flourished	first	during	the	11th-13th,	and	then	in	the
17th-18th,	centuries.	During	its	history,	the	abbey	was	damaged	several	times	by	fire,	the	last	time
in	1971.	Fortunately,	the	organ	was	dismantled	for	reconstruction	at	that	time,	so	it	escaped
destruction.	It	also	escaped	damage	during	previous	fires,	the	French	revolution,	and	the	First
World	War.	

Because	of	this	almost	miraculous	history,	the	instrument	built	by	Jean	Boizard	in	1714	is	believed
to	be	one	of	the	rarely	preserved	instruments	representative	of	the	era	of	Louis	XIV.	It	perfectly
expresses	the	language	of	the	French	organ	of	the	late	17th	century,	of	the	so	called	Grand	Siecle
period.	This	type	of	organ	is	different	in	important	details	from	the	design	of	the	French	organ
during	the	Enlightment	of	18th	century	(e.g.	Dom	Bédos,	fr.	Isnard	etc.).	

The	organ	was	restored	to	its	original	state	during	the	seventies	in	the	workshop	of	Haerpfer	and
Hermann;	the	inauguration	of	the	newly	restored	instrument	took	place	on	24th	September	1983	by
André	Isoir.	The	specification	of	the	stops	is	identical	to	the	1714	instrument	and	also	the	pitch	was
retained	(about	one	tone	below	the	modern	pitch).	Since	1990,	the	organbuilder	Georg
Westenfelder	is	responsible	for	the	maintenance	of	the	instrument.	

The	instrument	is	composed	of	the	Grand	Clavier	based	on	an	8-foot	Montre,	and	the	Positif	based
on	a	4-foot	Montre.	The	third	manual	is	the	Recit	with	a	solo	cornet,	and	the	fourth	manual	is	the
Echo,	which	contains	an	echo	cornet	stop.	In	total,	the	organ	has	four	manuals	and	a	pedal	with	a

https://www.sonusparadisi.cz/en/organs/france/st-michel-en-thierache.html


total	of	31	speaking	stops.	The	organ	is	known	for	its	exceptionally	beautiful	flutes	(in	sound	almost
"water	transparent"),	colorful	reeds,	and	warm	principals.

Stoplist/Disposition
Positif Grand	Organ Récit Echo Pédale	(coupled	permanently	to	G.O.)

Bourdon	8′ Bourdon	16′ Cornet	V Cornet	V Flute	8′

Flúte	allemande	8′ Montre	8′ Flute	4′

Montre	4′ Bourdon	8′ Trompette	8′

Nasard	3′ Prestant	4′ Clairon	4′

Doublette	2′ Fluste	4′

Tierce	1	3/5′ Quinte	3′

Larigot	1	1/3′ Doublette	2′

Fourniture	III Quarte	de	nasard	2′

Cymbale	II Tierce	1	3/5′

Cromhorme	8′ Fourniture	IV

Cymbale	III

Grand	Cornet	V

Trompette	8′

Voix	humaine	8′

Clairon	4′

Additionals:	
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