Hamburg, St. Jacobi (Schnitger Organ)

Evangelisch-lutherische Hauptkirche St. Jacobi, Jakobikirchhof 22, 20095 Hamburg, Germany

y. D

Builder A. Schnitger
Year ca. 1693
Period/Style Baroque
Stops 59
Keyboards 4+P
Keyaction tracker/mechanical
Tuning 1/5 Comma Meantone at 495 Hz
Description

The organ at St. Jacobi in Hamburg, originally built by Jacob Iversand and Harmen Stiven between
1512 and 1516, was significantly reconstructed by Arp Schnitger between 1689 and 1693.
Schnitger incorporated valuable old pipe material from the previous instrument, including registers
from the Scherer family and Gottfried Fritzsche. Throughout the 18th and 19th centuries, the organ
underwent minor modifications and re-dispositions, narrowly avoiding a complete pneumatisation.

In 1890, Marcussen added a pneumatic auxiliary chest to the Brustwerk. During World War I, all
the tin front pipes were given to the military administration, replaced by Kemper in Liibeck from
1928 to 1930. The pipework, wind chests, and other small parts were stored under the church
tower during World War II, preserving them from destruction when the organ case, mechanics, and
console were burned in a 1944 air raid. Post-war reconstruction attempts were often substandard,
leading to increasing deficiencies in the organ. In 1983, Jiirgen Ahrend was commissioned to
restore the organ to its original 1693 state, a project completed between 1989 and 1993.



Stoplist/Disposition

I Ruckpositiv

IT Hauptwerk

IIT Oberwerk

IV Brustwerk

Pedal

Principal 8'
Gedackt 8'
Quintadehna 8'
Octava 4'
Blockfloht 4'
Querpfeiff 4'
Octava 2!
Sexquialtera II
Scharff VI-VIII
Siffloit 1 1/2'
Dulcian 16'
Bahrpfeiffe 8'

Trommet 8'

Additionals: III/II, IV/II, Trommel, Cimbelsterne, Tremulant I, Tremulant IV

Sources

https://organindex.de/index.php?title=Hamburg, St. Jacobi (Schnitger-Orgel)

Principal 16’
Quintadehn 16'
Octava 8'
Spitzfloht 8'
Viola di Gamba 8'
Octava 4'
Rohrfloht 4'
Super Octav 2'
Flachfloht 2'
Mixtur VI-VIII

Trommet 16'

Principal 8'
Rohrfloht 8
Holzfloht 8'
Octava 4'
Spitzfloht 4'
Nasat 3'
Octava 2!
Gemshorn 2'
Scharff IV-VI
Cimbel III
Trommet 8'
Vox humana 8'

Trommet 4'

Principal 8'
Octav 4'
Hollfloht 4!
Waldtfloht 2'
Sexquialtera II
Scharff IV-VI
Dulcian 8'

Trechter Regal 8'

Principal 32'
Octava 16'
Subbal’ 16'
Octava 8'
Octava 4'
Nachthorn 2!
Rauschpfeiff III
Mixtur VI-VIII
Posaune 32!
Posaune 16'
Dulcian 16'
Trommet 8'
Trommet 4'

Cornet 2'



