
Essen,	Essener	Münster
An	St.	Quintin	3,	45127	Essen,	Germany

Builder Rieger

Year ca.	2004

Period/Style Modern

Stops 67

Keyboards 4+P

Keyaction tracker/mechanical

Description
"The	instrument,	built	by	the	renowned	Austrian	organ-building	firm	Rieger,	was	inaugurated	on
April	2,	2004.	It	consists	of	two	organ	divisions	across	four	manuals	and	pedal,	which	can	be	played
individually	or	in	various	combinations	from	the	main	organ’s	console.	The	cathedral	organ	features
5,102	pipes	and	69	stops:	57	stops	sound	in	the	main	organ,	while	12	stops	can	be	controlled	in	the
auxiliary	division	located	in	the	western	part	of	the	cathedral.	The	largest	pipe	measures	8	meters,
while	the	smallest	is	just	8	millimeters	high.	During	the	construction	of	the	new	organ,	the	organ
gallery	was	extended	over	the	front	section	of	the	northern	side	aisle.	As	a	result,	the	instrument	is
no	longer	a	separate,	detached	structure	but	an	integral	part	of	the	cathedral's	architecture.	By
extending	the	organ	façade	down	to	the	respective	arch	supports,	three	distinct	and	intriguing
visual	perspectives	of	the	organ	emerge	for	the	observer	in	the	space.	A	deliberate	decision	was
made	to	forgo	an	upper	casing	above	the	pipes.	Instead,	the	red	case	moldings	"pierce"	through	the
gray	arch	stones.	

The	organ’s	location	allows	for	optimal	sound	projection	throughout	the	entire	church,	as	it	is	open
toward	both	the	gallery	and	the	chancel.	This	makes	it	ideally	suited	for	accompanying
congregational	singing	as	well	as	choirs	performing	from	the	gallery	or	chancel.	At	the	same	time,
its	tonal	capabilities	offer	endless	possibilities	for	the	performance	of	music	from	all	eras	and
styles."	(Source	2)	



Stoplist/Disposition
Hauptwerk Positiv Schwellwerk Auxiliarwerk Pedal

Principal	16' Bourdon	16' Gemshorn	16' Principal	8' Untersatz	32'

Principal	8' Principal	8' Bourdon	8' Octave	4' Principal	16'

Metallgedackt	8' Holzgedackt	8' Hohlflöte	8' Superoctave	2' Subbass	16'

Flûte	harmonique	8' Salicional	8' Viola	8' Mixtur	III	1	1/3' Principal	8'

Gamba	8' Unda	maris	8' Aeoline	8' Doppelflöte	8' Gedackt	8'

Octave	4' Prestant	4' Voix	céleste	8' Cornet	V	8' Cello	8'

Blockflöte	4' Rohrflöte	4' Principal	4' Tuba	8' Choralbass	4'

Quinte	2	2/3' Sesquialtera	II	2	2/3' Fugara	4' Bombarde	16' Bombarde	16'

Superoctave	2' Doublette	2' Traversflöte	4' Bombarde	8' Fagott	16'

Mixtur	major	V	2' Larigot	1	1/3' Nazard	2	2/3' Bombarde	4' Posaune	8'

Mixtur	minor	IV-V	1	1/3' Scharff	IV	1' Octavin	2' Klarine	4'

Cornet	V	8' Cromorne	8' Tierce	1	3/5'

Trompete	16' Clarinette	8' Sifflet	1'

Trompete	8' Fourniture	III-V	2	2/3'

Basson	16'

Trompette	harmonique	8'

Hautbois	8'

Clairon	harmonique	4'

Voix	humaine	8'

Additionals:	Two	consoles,	Tremulant	(Positiv,	Schwellwerk),	Mechanic	couplers:	II/I,	III/I,	III/II,
I/P,	II/P,	III/P,	Electric	couplers:	II/I,	III/I,	III/II,	IV/I,	IV/II,	IV/III,	IV/P,	Suboctave	couplers:	II/I,	III/I,
II/II,	III/III,	Superoctave	couplers:	II/P,	III/P,	8x125	Combination	action	(two	inserts	A,B),	Stop-
crescendo	

Sources
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