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Lübeck,	St.	Jakobi	(Great	Organ)
St.-Jakobi-Kirche,	Jakobikirchhof,	23552	Lübeck,	Germany

Builder P.	Lasur

Year ca.	1504

Period/Style Renaissance

Stops 63

Keyboards 4+P

Keyaction tracker/mechanical

Tuning Equal	at	442.0	Hz

Description
The	pipe	organ	was	constructed	by	Peter	Lasur	in	1504.	The	Gothic	main	casing	of	the	organ
(Gothic	block	work)	is	attributed	to	him.	In	1573,	an	addition	of	Rückpositiv	or	rear	position	was
made	in	the	Renaissance	style	by	Hans	Köster.	In	1673,	Joachim	Richborn	expanded	and	remodeled
the	organ,	during	which	the	two	pedal	towers	and	the	Brustwerk	(chest	work)	were	added,	bringing
the	total	number	of	registers	to	51.	

From	1739	to	1741,	Christoph	Julius	Bünting	further	remodeled	the	organ	by	moving	the	Brustwerk
as	Oberwerk	behind	the	main	casing.	In	1894,	Marcussen	renovated	the	organ;	he	cleaned	the	RP
and	HW,	built	a	new	swellable	OW	and	pedal,	both	with	pneumatic	action,	and	eliminated	the	short
octave	in	all	works.	

Karl	Kemper	initiated	a	significant	renovation	(or	"renewal",	returning	the	organ	to	a	baroque	style)
in	1935	upon	the	request	of	Hugo	Distler,	who	served	as	the	church's	organist	from	1931	to	1937.
During	World	War	II,	the	organ	was	put	into	storage.	

Between	1957	and	1965,	reconstruction	was	done	by	Karl	Kemper,	which	added	a	fourth	manual
keyboard	to	the	instrument.	A	comprehensive	restoration	and	recovery	operation	was	carried	out
from	1981	to	1984	by	the	Berlin	organ-building	workshop	Karl	Schuke,	during	which	a	Schwellwerk
with	romantic	voices	was	installed.	

In	2012/13,	the	wind	system	was	renewed,	cleaned,	and	retoned	by	Flentrop	(Zaandam/NL),	in
collaboration	with	the	Rudolf	von	Beckerath	workshop,	while	a	Untersatz	32	was	installed.	

2



Stoplist/Disposition
Rückpositiv	(I) Hauptwerk	(II) Oberwerk	(SW)	(III) Brustwerk	(IV) Pedalwerk

Principal	8' Principal	16' Bordun	16' Holzgedackt	8' Untersatz	32'

Gedackt	8' Octav	8' Offenflöte	8' Principal	4' Principal	16'

Quintadena	8' Spillpfeife	8' Viola	da	gamba	8' Rohrflöte	4' Subbaß	16'

Octav	4' Octav	4' Schwebung	8' Nassat	2	2/3' Quintbaß	10	2/3'

Blockflöte	4' Flöte	4' Principal	4' Octav	2' Octav	8'

Octav	2' Quint	2	2/3' Querflöte	4' Waldflöte	2' Gemshorn	8'

Quint	1	1/3' Octav	2' Rohrnassat	2	2/3' Terz	1	3/5' Octav	4'

Sesquialtera	II Mixtur	VI-VIII	2' Spitzflöte	2' Quint	1	1/3' Gedackt	4'

Scharff	IV-V	1' Scharff	IV-V	1' Terzflöte	1	3/5' Scharff	IV	2/3' Rauschpfeife	III	4'

Cymbel	III	1/4' Trompete	16' Sifflöte	1' Vox	humana	8' Hintersatz	IV	2	2/3'

Dulcian	16' Trompete	8' Mixtur	V	2	2/3' Posaune	32'

Trichterregal	8' Zink	8' Fagott	16' Posaune	16'

Krummhorn	8' Trompete	8' Trompete	8'

Oboe	8' Trompete	4'

Additionals:	I/II,	III/II,	IV/II,	I/Ped,	II/Ped,	III/Ped,	4	x	640	Setzerkombinationen,	Tremulant
Rückpositiv	(I),	Tremulant	Oberwerk	(SW)	(III),	Tremulant	Brustwerk	(IV)	

Sources
https://organindex.de/index.php?title=L%C3%BCbeck,_St._Jakobi_(Gro%C3%9Fe_Orgel)
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